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1 . AUSTRIAN EMBOFF HAS CONFIRMED STORY PICKED UP 
IN WEST BERLIN THAT REINER KUNZE, LOCALLY WELL- 
KNOWN AUTHOR AND CRITIC OF THE GDR REGIME, RECEIVED 
PERMISSION OT VISIT ANS IS IN FACT IN AUSTRIA IN 
CONNECTION WITH RECEIVING LITERARY PRIZE IN SALZBURG. 
ACCORDING TO THIS INFORMATION, KUNZE LEFT THE GDR IN 
EARLY FEBRUARY ANS IS SCHEDULED TO RETURN ABOUT 
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FEBRUARY 11. OUR EARLIER INFORMATION SUGGESTED KUNZE 
MIGHT STAY AS LONG AS TWO WEEKS IN AUSTRIA BUT THIS 
APPEARS NOT TO BE THE CASE. 

2. PRIZE WHICH KUNZE RECEIVED IS AWARDED 
ANNUALLY BY THE MAYOR OF SALZBURG IN HONOR OF 19TH 
SENTURY AUSTRIAN WRITER, TRAKL. OTHER AWARD WINNER 
THIS YEAR WAS AUSTRIAN WOMAN WRITER. ACCORDING TO 
AUSTRIAN EMBOFF. APPARENTLY, AUSTRIAN EMBASSY IN EAST 
BERLIN COORDINATED REPLY TO LETTER FROM SALZBURG TO 
GDR AUTHORITIES REGARDING AWARD OF PRIZE TO KUNZE BUT 
DID NOT ENTER INTO ARRANGEMENTS OTHERWISE. AUSTRIAN 
EMBOFF SAYS HIS GOVERNMENT CONSIDERED MATTER TO BE 
PRIVATE ALTHOUGH AUSTRIAN MUNCIPAL AUTHORITIES 
WERE INVOLVED. 

3. ASKED WHY HE BELIEVED THE GDR AUTHORITIES 
ALLOWED KUNZE TO LEAVE THE GDR, SUTRIAN EMBOFF 
SPECULATED THAT GDR WAS MOTIVATED BY DESIRE TO PRODUCE 
GOOD ATMOSPHERE PRIOR TO NEGOTIATION OF GDR/AUSTRIAN 
CULTURAL AGREEMENT SCHEDULED TO BEGIN FEBRUARY 21. 
AUSTRIAN EMBAOFF ADDED HE HAS NO REASON TO BELIEVE 
KUNZE WOULD NOT RETURN TO GDR AS PLANNED. HE ALSO STATED 
THAT PERMISSION FOR KUNZE TO VISIT AUSTRIA HAD COME THROUGH 
GDR CULUTRAL MINISTER HOFFMAN. 

4. COMMENT: KUNZE IS WEEL-KNOWN IN BOTH EAST AND 
WEST GERMANY FOR HIS ANTI-GDR REGIME WRITINGS. 

ON OCTOBER 29, SHORTLY BEFORE THE BIERMANN AFFAIR 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 03 BERLIN 05266 101032Z 

IN NOVEMBER, 1976 (REFTEL) HE WAS EXPELLED FROM THE 
GDR WITER'S UNION. ACCORDING TO GDR CHURCH SOURCES, 

KUNZE HAS APPEARED AT SEVERAL CHURCH CONCERTS IN THE 
GDR SINCE HIS EXPULSION FROM THE WRITER'S UNION, 

WHICH WERE SIMILAR TO BIERMANN’S APPEARANCE AT A 
CHURCH CONERT IN PRENZLAU IN SEPTEMBER. AS FAR AS 
CAN BE DETERMINED, THERE WERE NO OFFICIAL RECRIMINATIONS 
AGAINST KUNZE FOR THESE APPEARANCES. KUNZE WAS NOT 
AMONG THE SIGNERS OF THE PRO’ BIERMANN PETITION ASKING 
THE SED TO RECONSIDER STRIPPING BIERMANN OF HIS GDR 
CITIZENSHIP WHILE ON A CONCERT TOUR OF THE FRG. 

5. AS FAR AS WE KNOW, THIS IS FIRST OCCASION SINCE 
THE BIERMANN OUSTER THAT A GDR CULTURAL FIGURE HAS 
REQUESTED, AND BEEN ALLOWED TO LEAVE THE GDR. IT 
CAN BE INTERPRETED AS A SIGN OF SOME FLEXIBILITY IN 
THE GDR'S HANDLING OF THE INTERNAL CULTURAL SITUATION 

IN THE PAST 2 MONTHS AND AN INDICATION THAT SOME CRITICAL 
WRITERS LIKE KINZE FEEL SAFE IN GOING ABROAD WITHOUT 
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FEAR OF BEING STRIPPED OF GDR CITIZENSHIP WHITE 
PUTSIDE THE COUNTRY, LIKE BIERMANN WAS. THE 
POSSIBLILTIY EXISTS THAT KUNZE COULD ASK TO STAY IN 
AUSTRIA OR USE THE OCCASION TO PROCEED TO THE FRG. 

IF, AS ANTICIPATED, HE RETURNS TO THE GDR, IT CAN BE 
INTERPRETED AS A SIGNAL THAT TH BIERMANN EXPULSION 
WAS A ONE-TIME ACTION AND IS NOT INTEDNDED TO BE 
APPLIED TO OTHER WRITERS WHO ARE EITHER CRITICAL OF THE 
REGIME AND/OR WHO ASSOCIATED THEMSELVES WITH BIERMANN 
LAST NOVEMBER, AND WHO DO NOT USE THEIR PRESENCE 
IN THE WEST, PARTICULARLY THE FRG, TO OPENLY CRITICIZE 
THE GDR. 

6. IN VIEW OF THE RECENT, STRONG STATEMENTS BY 
AUSTRIAN PREMIER KREISKY IN SUPPORT OF INTELLECTUAL 
FREEDOM AND THE CHARTA 77 DISSIDENTS IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA, 
THE GDR ACTION IN ALLOWING KUNZE TO VISIT SALZBURG 
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CAN ALSO BE SEEN AS A DESIRE NEGATIVELY IN AUSTRIA 
AND THE OUTSIDE WORLD, AS HAPPENED IN THE BIERMANN 
CASE. POLANSKY 
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